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Presentation Overview

• Brief introduction to URIWW

• Aquatic plant training course evolution

• Course materials

• Public education impact



URI Watershed Watch (URIWW)

 Begun in 1988 with 14 lakes

 Now monitors +250 sites on +120

waterbodies with ~350 volunteers

 Provides ~90% of RI’s lake multi-

year baseline data

 Comprehensive program

adaptable to local needs



Routine Monitoring
Parameters

Field
• Secchi Depth

• Water Temperature

• Dissolved Oxygen

• Chl. - a Processing

Laboratory
• pH
• Alkalinity
• Total & Dissolved

Phosphorus
• Total, nitrate and

ammonium nitrogen
• Chlorophyll - a
• Chlorides
• Bacteria

State Certified Laboratory!



Aquatic Plant Training
• 1993 Plant sessions (class & field)

in Advanced Training course

• 1994 Plant Identification and Mapping Project

– Native and non-native plants

– 9 sessions (classroom, lab and field)

– Emphasis on mapping and ID

– Comparison with 1988/89 surveys
Great research project – but too much
as a volunteer monitoring effort



Learning from those…
• 2007 teamed with RI Natural History Survey

(RINHS)

– Focused on invasive species only (AIS)

– No mapping requirement

• 2008 classroom only
(building awareness)

• 2009 - present: Classroom
and field components



Why reactivate plant monitoring?



New Approach

• Aquatic plant ecology (RINHS)

• Aquatic invasives in RI (RIDEM)

• Overview of Lake Management Strategies
(Lake management company)

• Provide monitoring opportunities
– Plant ID resource

– Equipment (view buckets)



Course Binder Contents
I. Volunteer Monitoring: Invasive Aquatic Plant Survey Manual Tier I
II. How to Use the Key to Non-native and Invasive Plants in Rhode
III. Key to Non-native and Invasive Plants in Rhode
IV. Glossary of Plant Terms (line drawings)
V. Look Alike Plants with Feathery Leaves (photos)
VI. Hydrilla Look Alike Plants
VII. Non-Native Invasive Freshwater Aquatic Plants Found in Rhode Island and

Neighboring States (Color pictorial guide on waterproof paper)
VII. Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management Aquatic

Invasive Species Factsheet Series
VIII. Guide to Keying Out Aquatic Invasive Species in Rhode Island (RIDEM)



Plant Survey Protocol

• Based on Wisconsin protocol

• Updated in response lessons
learned from past courses

• Includes simpler plant mapping
procedure

Available at
www.uri.edu/ce/wq/ww/Plant
Protocol.pdf



Key to Non-Native Plants RI



Pictorial Guide

Developed by Hope Leeson

Botantist – RINHS



Aquatic Plant Tag

Invasive Plant Data

• ID plant

• Record location

• Waterbody
information

• Shared with RINHS
and RIDEM



Piloting RI Boater
Education/Inspection Program

• Worked with RI DEM to
develop inspection
protocol & materials to
be distributed

• Focused on boat ramps
with intensive boating
activity

• Well received

• Launching full program
in 2012www.stlri.org



RIDEM

• Actively
monitoring AIS

• Working with Save
The Lakes to
educate residents
& boaters, and to
inspect boats

• Engaging with
local lakes groups



Outcomes

• Public and agency awareness of AIS

• Public understanding that not ALL
plants are bad

• Active participation to educate

• Focus on prevention
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